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BY JOMN S HOLT, Jr | WooDVIL

;|I LETTER OF j I [.“:J_ \\':lh lh\-t',’d,"u; .|m‘(.'.';;'u|r‘r -r:'l ‘;}”-\ fhil- : b ,..-.,.‘,I,, n[!n;f:\ 1.11 their was [ freely a
! " . —_—- nre on the part ol L Ongress eolild Lrenergl | tully admit the doctrine that a people find
ALBI.RT . BROWN Riley have known and prociaimed the m- | ing therselves in a country without hws
TO HIS CONSTITUENTS poriant faot ar Monierey, distant one han l may make laws for themselves, gnd 1o s
. dred nnd hl-l_v miles, on the 3d of June of | Msel s os But in doine this the y mns
Fellow Citiztns.: 1 feel impelled, by a |that yenr?  We see at onee that it l.'u.;.xl;'.n'..u care pot 10 infnnge the rghts of th
strong sepse of duty, to addmess 1o you this [uot be so. owners aud propri af the & If, for

communication. I it shall seem to you President Polk and his Cabinet could not
more appropriate that I should have deliv- | have sant advies 1o Califoruia of this failure
ered those sentimenta whieh follow, in the |on the part of Congress; forit is historically
form of a speach in the House of Represen- | troe that the failure oceurred in the very last
tatives, [ reply, that the diffienlty of obmin-| hour of Me. Polk's ndministration.

ing the floor interposes at ail times serious Through some ehangel, Gen, Riley was
obstacles to that mode of address. AL this |advised that Congress hod failed to provide
period of exeitement, when events of the la government for Califorom, and this after |
greatest consequence are pursuing each oth- | President Taylor came imto power. Ido
er in rapid succession, it appears 10 me nei- | not say that Mr. Kyng was this channel, but
ther wise nor safe to risk the doubrful {1 dosay that from the same medium through
ghances of an early opportunity of address- | which he derived the information that Con-
ing you through the ordinary medium of & | gress had failed to provide a government,

‘tongressional speech, lie may, and predadly did, receive also the |

one

example, hundred o
Anienican oitizgets should

find themselves

nlllh.‘l;. uninhabited and withiout Jaw 5, sheh
cilizens, [rom the very necessity of their po-
sition, wonld have & right to make laws for
themselves, . But in doing this, they have
no right to say to her Majesty's subjects in
Scotinnd, you may come to this island with
your property, and 1o her Irish sul Jects you
shall not come will vour property. They
have no right 1o set the proprietors nt defi-

| Anee, or o make jusulting diserimmations |

Ivents of the utmost magnitude nare

&

ment. In these events you have a deep
terest, and I would not leave you a single

our partialit®™has devolved upon me

alifornid, following the lead of Gen, Riley,
n officer of the United States any station-
d in that conutry, ook upon themsalves,
luring the last summer, the responsible
sk of forming a State constintion, and set-
Ling upa Stute government in that territory.

This proceeding has been extensively erit-
icised, and very genernlly condemmned, as al-
together anomalous and irregular. It is no
pact ‘of my present purpose to follow up
these criticisms.  That the whole procead-
ing was irregular and in wial distegard of

IBE! the rights of the South, is hevend dispute.
. That it was basely frapdulent, 1 huve cver
o '1 believed mud do now believe.  That the peo-
 the » ple in that country were prompted 1o the
the eonrse pursued by them, by the secret spies
PAY. mnd agents sent out from Whashingron, 1
have never doubted for a single moment.
) 'hat they were induced 1o insert the »Wij-
i 60 ot proviso,” in their so-ealled State con-
) 00 Blitution, by assurances-held onut 10 them
that such a course would facilitate their nd-
3 00 “mission into the Union of these States, 1 as
W religiously believe as [ do'in the existence of
= an overruling Providence.
W Puarsuing the idea that there had been il-
legitimate inHuences at work to produce
i ©  pacticular results in California, I on two
lub, = goveral occasions intraduced into the House
. of Representatives resolutions dirécting a
and eearching inquiry into ail the fadts, ut
Are« the dominant power would give no connte-
re« nance to my objeet. ' '
I have seenit'stated in a ieiter written in
W Californin, and published in the Republic
newspaper in this eity, that “it was every-
the where undarstood in that couptry, that the
Presidunt desired the people of California to
; settle the slavery guestion for themselves."
Wk I endeavored to bring the publie mind to
2 bear on this point, and in a eard published
wot | inthe Repoblio, [ inquired “how it eame to
hip be everywhere thus understood;" Lut no
will respouse was ever made to the ingniry.
it The semi-officinl declaration, however,
and | Guiekened iy suspicious that some one had
the ~° Spoken as by authority for the President.
cke . . Thomas DBuatler King, Lisq, one of the
Yen President’s dgents in California, hes repeat-
\re; pdl vudeclared that the California Convention
‘me as held under the sanction of President
L~ 'olk and Secretaries Buchanm and Muarey ;
nd that it was to these functionaries Gen.
—— Riley made allusion when he snid to the
al people in that country that he was acting in
pompliznce with the views of the President,
ion d the Secremaries of War and of State,’
rof ir. Polk is desd, and the two ex-Secrata-
the ies positively deny the truth of Mr. King's
ory declaration. .
er If Gen. Riley statod officially to the peo-
lie ple of California, on the 3d.of June, 1849,
e date of his proclamation, Tue President,
vy te Secretacy of War, nnd tue Secretary of
3, State approved his copduct—meaning theres
nat y Mr. Polk, Mr. Buchanan, and Me, Mar-
Ty py—il was a fraud upon the people of Cali-
ind orgia.  The statement conld only have
vof . en made with a view to give the highest
offecral sanction to his cl-‘mduc;. and he knew
ectly well that all three of the zentlemen
'.:: mad to, were private citizens at the date
AF of his proclanidtioi. When he said ThEe
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ident, he meant to give the weight of
presidentinl influence to hisacis.  He meant
that the people should vnderitand him as
alinding to the man in power, and now to &
rotired lemen and private citizen.
Me. King underiakes to prove that he is
ht in his declaration, and asseris shat the
steamer which carried him to California was
the first amival in that country. after Gen.

Taylor's imuguration, and »that she conve
ed the first intelligence that ross ut

Jaled to provide & government for that ter-
ritory ;" aud by way of giving point to his
eclaration in this respect, he asserts that

landed for the first time a¢ San Fraucis-
©9, on the 4th day of June ; that Gen. Riley
was then at Monterey distant about one
i | and fifty miles, and that ke (Mr.

did not see him, (Riley,) or have any
commaunication with him; and that

proclamation calling the a’uw Coo:: .

tion, bore date June 34, 1849, Thus ren.

:it‘iq it impossible, as he assumed, that

ay in ignorance of my views, or usdoubt |
to the manner in which I mesn to dis- retary of State, Mr. Clayion, to Mr. King,
harge the high and important trusts which [in a lettéy bearing dute of Apnl 3, 1849,

views of the Presidentand his Cabinet, and

nspiring at the seat of the Nationn{ Gov- | hence he wns enabled to speak as he did

with positive certainty of the one and the

| ather.

“You are fully possessnd,” says the See- !

“You are fully possessed of the Prosidemt's

Itis well known to Vou, that the people in | views, aud can with propricty suggest 10

the people of California the aportidy of
measures best caloulated 1o give them eficet.
These measures must, of course, originnte
with themselves.," Mr. King, then, was
informed that lve conld awith I:\a"ulirl\'l.\ 11T
gest the adoption of measures 10 carry out
the President’s views, he having been fully
possessed of those views.  But these meas-
ures must originate with the people! Beaun-
tiful! Mr. King is sent to'Culifornip. to

ures 10 cagry out the President's views. but

comes home, after disburdening himself of
the views whereol he whs “fully possessed,”
nnd gravely tolls the eduntry thit Le did not
go to Californin on a political mission, and
hind rothing to do will the local affairs of |
that conutry;, and this, (oo, after he was de- |

dant's emissnry.
tell how it pame 10 be “everywhere undes-
stgod i California that the President want-
ed the people to settle the slavery question
for themselves."

I have thought proper to present these
facts and deductions, for the purpoze of
showing you that mineare noidle suspicions.
When [ say that, in my opinion, a great
ftand has been perpetrated, I want you to
understand that there is some foundation for
my epinion.

The action of Congress, I ant free to ad-
mit, may have had much to do in fixing the
sentiment it the mind of the Pregident and
of the Californians, that no territorial gov-
ernment would Le allowed which did not
contain the Wilmot provise, dnd judging
from the temper constantly displayed in ur-
ging this odious meastire at all times and in
all seasons, it wns, I grant, a ratigifml con-
clusion that no govermthent asked forgor es-
tuhlished By the people would be tolerated
unless sinvery was prohibited ; bot was this
p enflicient reason why the President or Lis
agents, ‘ot even the people of California,
should uample nuder foot the rights of the
South? "We had our rights in that cofiy-
try, tind they ought to have been reapected ;
I risk nothing in eaying that they would
have been, hid we been the stronger party,
Our fauit contisted in our wenkness, and for
this-we were sacrificed.

v is said, T know, that California is not
suited to slave labor—that the soil, ¢limate,
the very efements themselves, ara opposed
to it. Slave labor is naver more profitably
employed than in mining: and you may
judge whether slaves could be advantage-
ously introiduced into that ecuntry, when 1
inform you, on the nuthority of the debsles
of their convention, that an able-bodied ne-
grois worth in California from two to six
thousand dollars per apnunm.

I pass over the studied and systematic re-
sistance which the California admissionists
have coustanily and steadily interposed
aguinst all investigation, With this single re-
mark—<that (hé wicked fiee when no man
pursuéth, but the righteous are ds bdldas a
lion.

Immediately after the assembling of the
present Coogress, it became apparent that
the admission of California into the Union
as a State was to becowmne the great question
of the session; and it was palpable from the

inging, that there was a large majority
mmngr it. The President v:E: not slow
in taking hiis position. He brought the sub-
ject to the favorable netice of Congress In
is annual niessage, and very eoon after, in
s special communication, he earnestly re-
cumimended it to our favdrable congidera-
tion. The fearful odds of the President,
the Cabiriet, and a congressional majority,

ed, a few of us, relying on the jostice of our
cltise, @ our trust in the intell-
nee, virtue, patriotism, and indomitable
g:mnng and cou of our col

15 measure,

snggest 1o the peopie the mloption of meas- |

these measures must vriginate with the'peo- |
ple! And more beaytiful std:, Mr. King |

was arrayed agaiust us; but, nothing daunt- |

between proprietors holding one specivs
property and those ownine anothier spucies
of property.  No such power wouald be at
| all mecessary to their self-government, and
any attempt to exercise it wonld justly be re-
garded as an impertinent attempt to assume
the sipreme power, when in fact they were
mere tenagts at will,
I { the prople of California, who had heen
left by the unwise and grossly unjust xox-
actiox of Congress, without law and with-
out govervment, hod confined themselves 10
making their own lnws and regilating their
own domestie sifuirs in their own way, 1
certainly never should linve raised my voi
against their aots.  But when they o fur- |
ther, and nagume the right to eay what shall
he the privileges of the owners und propric.
tors of the soil—when they take upon them-
selves Lo say tothe fifteen Northern Stotes;
vour citizeus may cone heve with theic pro-
perty, and to the fifteen Southern States,
vour citizens shall not come heye with their
property; they wssume, in my Judgment, a
power which does uot belone to them, and
| perform air act to which the South, if she
would maintuin her wghts, ought not to
' sithmit.
Attempis have been mada to draw a par-

alled hetween the conduct of our revoldtion-

wounced in the Convention as the Presi- |ary fathers, who claimed the right to legs-
I stispect Mr. King could | late independent of the Britiesh Crown, and

that of the Culiforninns, who have assumed
to set up an independent, government of |
theirown.  When our futhers set up an in-
dependent government, they called it revo-
lutian; and if the people in California sot
up a like government, I know of ho reason
why their cobduct shall not in like mnnner
Ue denominated revolutionary.  Our fathers |
revolted and took the consequences; Cali-
fornia has a right ta do the same thing;
but that she lias auy other than a revolution- |
ary right, Tutterly deny. '

Very distinguished men havo assumey the
position, that the rights of sovereiguty over
the:territory reside o the people of the ter- |
ritory, even during their territorinl existence. |
Let s test the soundness of this theory by a
few practical applications,  The efpression
“the people of aturritory™ is ono-of very nn-
certain signification as to numbers. It muy |
mean one hundred thousand, oc it may mean
or.e thousamd ortne hundred.  The question
naturally, presents iseil, when does (s
right of soversignty commence?  Jsit with
the first moh who reaches the territory !
May he prescribe rules sud regulations for |
those who come after him? or must thers |
be n thousand or Afty thousand, or a greater
ror a less niimber, Lefore tlie rights of sover.
eignty attach?

Perhaps we me told that the sovereignry |
begins when the people azsemble to make
luwa, - Very well; et us pot this theory in-
to practical operntion. Ten thousand
Freach emigrants have settled, lot us sup- |
pose, at the base of the Rocky Mountaing, |
without the limits of any organized State or
| Territory of the United States, and they are
[ withont government or laws.  They make
[ lnws for themselves, and wou nogniesce ;
| they set up a government for themselves,
land you admit their right; they claim the
sovereignty over the territory anud set up ap
independent State government, aind you ad-
| miit. their power to do so, You expect
‘fthem o ask admission” into'the Union, but
| the new sovereignty says no, we prefer in-.
dependence, or we prefer to become af in-
tegral patt of the French Republic.  What
will you do under such eircumstances?
Can you force her to abandon her acknow-
| ledged independence?© Can you force her
'into the Union against her will? Whar!
| Fequire & sovereign to pursue your will and
| not hee own? - This would indeed be revo-
| lution.
t if California is in faet, 8s she is ndmjted
by some to be in theory, an independent
sovereigaty, 1 see nathing which is 1o pre-
vent her remaiuinf out of the Uniop if she
elects to do so, se¢ nothing which may
prevent her, if she chooses, allying herself
to any other nation or country. I know of
{ho right by which this Government may

take 501!\ her thie independence, the sover-
eignty which she now possesses, if indeed |
she be a State without the Union.

Tive tenure by which we hold our territo-
rial possessiou is indeed most fragile, if this |
doctrine of territorial sovereignly can he
maintained. We may espend millions of
tweasure, and out rivers of onr purest
and best blood in the acquisition of territo- |
ries, ooly (o see them taken ppssession of,
snd ourselves turned out, by the first inter-
| loper who may chance 16 plant his foot up-

on
I am always

ln word does he utter in their behalf, or in

[t

| henrd in defenee of the rights of New Mex-

M
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v ol !-'!!d:lu.: foree of thetr written
| the State should be ad.
| nion Will the reader re-

ne 1 shall have occasion 1o pee

aan, un

o ted e

nto 1

allect this
in anethet connection
[,. L us puse for

a moment (o colnswler

the honesty dhd stncenty of purpose with

thousand | wlich the lolty pretension has been set up ple of all

i certnin quarters, that che people have a

s iohs to suit themselves.  In the ear.
ly purt of Inst year, tiie people inhabiting n
arge portion of our nuoccupied pussessions
in what was then known as New Mexico
and Califoruin, met in convention and fm-
moed & Snte constitntion, giving the name
of Deserer to their country.  They defined

| their boundaries, and incloded within their

limitsn large extent of Paclfic const, Their |
constitution wns in every element essentinl- |
Iy republicans. They sent their agemt to]
Washington, with a modest request thai the
constitution thus formed should be nccepted, |
amd the Sinte of Desengr ndmitted ino the |
Union. How this application was ireated |
we shall presently see.  Lnter in the same
vear, the people of New Mexico formed a
terrtarinl governmont, and sent their delo-
sate to Washington to present their wishes,
and; if permitted, to represent their interests. |
In the sumimer of the same yenr, and sever-
ol momihs after the Desener conveuntion;
the Californians  held their convention.
They extended their hounduries so ns to mo-
nopolize the whole Pacific const, in total
digregard of the prior action of Deseret.
And theu in contempt of the modest exam.
pie of her two neighbors, shie sends, not an
ngent or a delegate to Washington, with a
civil request, hut she sends up two Senntors
and two Representatives, with a bold de-
mand for instntancous adimission into the
Union.

What followad? The President made
two earnest appedls to Congress to admit
California, and he told us plainly to leave
the others to their fute.  Not only does he
tail to give thein a friendly salutation, but
he in truth tums from them in scorn.  Not

defence of their independent conduct.—
Their modesty failed to commend them to
lils putemal notiee.

In Congress, and thronghout the country,
a general outery i now heard in favor of
Californin.  Everywhere throughout the
length and breadth of the land, the ory of
California, glorious Californin, is heard. It
to us from the East and from the
West, from the North and (I am pained to
gny) in some instagoes from the South., I
any man has dared 1o interpose the slight-
est objection to the immediate admission of
Culifornia—if any one has hesitated about
vielding 1o California all that slie so boldly
demands, he hns been denounced, bineck-
balled, hooted at, and almost driven from
sociely.  Menn (e no voice hns beep

ico and Deseret. . They, too, nssumed to
settle their own afluirs in their own way;
Yet no whisper of enceuragtment and hope
greeis their modest agent and delegate ax |
Washingron.  The grent national voles is |
engnged o sing and shout for Califorhia. |
Why has this been so?  Why this marked |
distinetion between these several parties? |
The peaple, we aa told, have n right to net
for themselves.  California aeted for herself,
Deserer for hersglf, and New Mexico for |
hereell; and yet, amid the din and clamor
in favor of Califoruin, we have lost sight of
hier more retiving and modest sisters,  Why !
isthis? I'll wll yon, fellow.citizens. Dos. |
eret ind New Mexico did not insult the
South by excluding slavery. With a be-
coming modesty they were silent on this
subject.  California, influenced by unwise
counsels, flung definnce in your teeth, sco(l-
ed at your rights, and holdly threw hérself
into the arms of the North. Here is the
secret of all tais boiling and bubblifg in fa-
vor of Californin, nnd here, too, may be
found the end of the great doctrine that the
people mey settle the slavery question for
themsolves.  If they settle it against the
South it 1s well, and il they do not it is no
seltlement at all, _
Ah! but we are told there is a vast differ-
ence between these territories; New Mex-
ico nud Utah have but few inhabitants, and
California has meny thousand—some say
one hunderd thousand and some say two !
hunlred thousand. I do not understand |
that because n people are fewer in mumber |
that therefore they have no political rights, |
whilst a greater numbgr may have every
right. I?ut how stands the case in regard
to these hundreds of thonsand of people in.
Californin?  'We all know that the emigra-
tion in that country has been confined to
hardy male adults, robust men. In m

2

left in the States, to which, in four cases
out of five, they themselves have intended
to return. At the elections last summer
they voted about twelve thousand, and Iater
in the fall, on the important quéstion of
adopting & State constitution, with the bal-
lot-box wide open and free for every vole,
they polled less than thireen thousand 1
shonid like to know where the balance of
this two hundred thousand were. At least
one hundred and fifty thousand of them I
suspect wera pever in the country, and the
rést the whole thing as a ridicu-
lous faree, with which they had nothing to
do. And this is the Sgate and this the peo-

[ple who have excluded slavery, and sent

o 1of an tanity to do| two Senators and Representatives to Wash-
fullest justice 1o a politi nt, | ington: 1 .
'*mdlnﬁaiin‘t Iang'hu‘.w !:;.Pm:; You will have ao. ?lilhalty iadcuironﬁ-

my judg , i'a ate h in|{ ing in your mindy [ am opposed to al-
‘ lh;mdm&m . the tmd .p::cﬁ lo?nﬂiﬂ” wople of the territaries 1o setile
o6 | subject.  He denied that California was a | this question, elther for usor e It
| State, or that she conld beeome so ont of | is & matter hich they have 5o con-

the Union. He maintained te right of the| cem. States are équals and Have equal

to self-government, but denied the

rights, and whatever lon?r!o impair or

()

cases. their families and friends have becWiithat proviso w

WR DOLLARS A YEAR, IF NOT

hreak down that equality, nlwavs hins nnd

ways shall escount

T my siem
ible opposition.
"\‘.' positiag in referelioe 1o eotligiessionn
Rotion on thes sabject s easily explinined
|.=u' e Dot iBLerYe i H-=total, entire. uin

qualified non-imervention Lewve the P
the Sates free to go with their

property of whatever kiod, to the territories

{thrown on an islknd belonging to Grent | right to regulnte, arrange, and monld their  without let and withomt hindmunce, and 1

am sutiafied.  But this 1 must say, that
whenever Congress underinkes io give pro-
tection to property in the territories, on the
high seas, or nuywhere elte, there must be
no insalting discrimination between alnve”
property and any other species of property,

To say that Congress may proteet the nor

thern man's gouds in California, but that
Congress shoall not protect the ssuthern
man's slaves, ts tnlerventeon. 1t is inters
vening for the worst ends, and in the most
institing manner

You have been told, fellow-eitizens, that
we ohce swid the people of a territory, when
they come o make a Stale constitution,
might settle the slave question for thems.
eelves, and that we have now abandoned
that ground.  Not so—[ spenk for mysolf
[ have alwayvs maintained, and [ m Hntnin tos
dny, that the people of a territory, When du-
{y authorized to form a Siate constitntion,
may settle this nod al! other guestions for
themselves and according to their own in-
clinntions,  But was California dulySutbor-
ized T Where did she get her authority ?
We kinve been told that she got it from the
Almighity. This is very well if it isso, Bt
it would be more satisfnctory to me to know
that she got it from the proprietors of the
toil, und that her action had been subordi-
nate to the Federal eonstitution,

I'have no ivelination to discuss this point
ot length.  Whenever it can be showa that
Californin has been subjected to the same
ordeal through which Mississippi, Arkansns,
Florida, and other slwve-holding Stures have
heen compelled to pass, T will, if in Oon-
gross, vote for her admission into the Union,
without a why or wherefure ns concerns
slavery. Butatis asking of mea little too
much to expect that I shail vote for her nd-
mission, under all the remnrkable circum-
stanees attending her application, until she
has passed this ordeal,

If it shall be shown that I am getting a
fuir equivalent for surrendering your rights
in Calfornia, you may reasonably expect
me, in your name, to favor & compromise.
The great national mind wants repose, and
I for one wm ready for noy arraugement
which may afford & ressonable nogury of o
happy adjustment of our differences, This
brings me to a brief review of Mr. Clay's so
called compromise scheme.

The leading bill presented by Mr. Clay
from. “the Committee of Thirteen" contains
three distinet and substantive propogitions ;
Firet, the admission of Culifornia, In this,
ns in every other scheme of settlement ten
dered to the South, California in all her
length and breadih, stands first. Secondly,
we are offered terrigorial governments for
Now Mexico and Utah, (Deseret that was,)
without the Wilmot provisa; and thirdly,
we have a proposition to dismember Texas,
by cuatting off enough of hor northern pos-
sgasions 10 nitke four Stutes us large ns
Mississippl, and for the privilege of doing
this we are to pay —— millions of dollars,
The suggestions for Mling this blank have
varied from five to fifteen millions of doljars,

T have alrendy siogested tome rensons
why the admission of California, as an inde-
pendent proposition, oughit not, in my jide-
ment, to redeive your sanciion. 1 now pro-
pose to inquiee whether the union of these
three maonsires in oue bill makes the whole,
as o upit, more worthy of your epnsideration
and support. Al the objections to the ad-
mission of California stand out in the same
foree and vigor in Mr. Clay's bill as in all
former propositions for her admission. We
nre asked to make the snme serifice of feel-
ing and of principle which we have so often
and so long protested we would not make—
unless indeed It shall be shown that we are
getting o fair eqoivalent for these sacrifices.
He has 10ld us, as 1 remarked to yon in an
ather place, that Culifornia was not a State,
and could not beeome so'out of the Union
Thar, in trdth, her eonstituents had no bind-
ing foree, as a constitution, until the State
was admitted into the Union. The consti-
ration of California contains the anti-slavery
clanse, the “Wilmet proviso.! But the
constilution is a dead letter, so'far as we nre
concerned. It fins no vitality, no binding
effect until the State is admitted. Congress
admits her, and by the net of admission puts
the_proviso in foree—~gives it activily and
life. "Who, then, but Congress is responsi-
ble for the~active, operative “proviso—for
exoludes you from the
country !  Congress ead_Cougress alone is
responsible.  You caunownndersiand more
fully what I meant, when [ sig QQ.LE:DI;I\
to his Excellency the Governor, srwgg,
“that the admission of California was eqniv>
alent to the adoption of the Wilmot provi-
s0.” The nocthern people understand this,
and to a man they are for her admission.

Tha question now ig, are we offerad
any adegumu consideration for making
this sacrifice of feeling and of princi-
ple? This is a question worthy of he
most seriovs-and critical examination.

By the terms of the résolutions, an-
neging Texas to the United States, it
is expressly }:rnvidcd “that such States
as may be formed out of that portion
of her térltory lying South of parallel
of 38° 80m north Jatitude, shaull be
admitted into the Union with or with-
out slavery, as the people of each State
asking ‘admission may desire.” And
itis a8 expressly stipulated, that “in
such Stare or 8TaTes as may be for-
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med out of «aid territory |'\|ﬂ!
that line slavery shall be prohibit
In pursuance of these resolutions Tex-
18 came into the Union, The Seuth
consented 10 this arrangement, and to-
day, ns at all former periods, | am rea-
!'} o abide ll_\' it

Examine these resolutions, and
what do we find? A dflear and dis-
tinot recognition of the title of Texas
to the country up to 36d. 30m., ns slave
territury, for it is stipulated that the
people may defermine for themsele
at a proper tirpe, whethpr slavery abal
or shall not exist in all the country
below that line. Nay wmore, the
of Texas abovethis line are ndmitted;
for it is expressly provided that in the
Stare or Stateg to be formed oot of the
territory north of 30d. 80m., slave
shall be prohibited, bat not until sue
State or States nsle admisston into the
Union. We haye, then, the elearest
possible recognition of the title of Tex-
asup to 36 1.2d. as sluve territory)
and to sufficient territory above that
line to make one or mors States ‘i
Now, what do we hear from the
North? That Texas never had any
just claim to any part of this territorys:
that it always did, and does now belong:
to New Mexico. But, as Texas isa
voung sister, and one with whom we
should not deal harshly, we will give
her millions of dellars for her im«
aginary claim.

millions of dollars; and other gentle-
men, less ardent, propose smaller sums,
But our present dealing is with Mr.
Clay's plan fof a compromise,

I{ the render ins a maop, [ beg that
he wil] first truce the line of thirty-sig
degrees and thirty minutes, north lati.
tude; and then fix his aye on the northe
rastern boundary of Texns at the point
where the one-hundredih parallel of

from this point, run a direet line to &
point twenty miles aboye El Paso, on

the Rio Grande; nnd between these two

lines, he will have the slave territory

which Mr. Clay's compromise proposes

to sell out. It will be seen, on com-

parison, thut this territory is nearly

twice as large as the State of Missig

sippi. Whether five or fifteen miilions

of dollars are given for it, itis need}:q‘
to say we shall have to pay more than

ourdue proportion of the money,

To me, it is not a pleasant thing to
sell ont slave territory, and pay forit
mysell; and | confess thnt this mueh of
the proposed bargain has not made the
ndmission of California n whit more
palatable tome.

I say nothing of Texas above 36d.
30m.; that country was virtually sur-
rendered to nholition by the terms of
the Texas annexation. i 'l'exasthinks
proper to give it or sell it 1o the Free-
Noilers, in advance of the time appoin.
ted for its surrender, I make no objees
tion. Boatall the Sonth has a direct
political interest in Texis below this
line ol 36d. 80m.; and [ do not mean to
surrender your interest without a fair
equivalent.

What is to be the destiny of this ters
ritory, il it ia thus sold out, and what its
institutions? It is 1o hecome an inte-
gral part of New Mexico, aund | risk
nothing in saying it will be dedicated
to free soil, s institutions wili be
anti-slavery. If the character of the

chapge in this respect, or i’ this ehanga
was not confidently anticipated, we alf
know that the northern motive for ma«
king this purchase would lose its exis
tence. Asthe country now stands, it
is protecteyl by the nnnexation rasolas
t'ons against all congressional interler-
ence with the question of slavery.—
Transfer it ta New Mexico, and wa
expose it to the dangerous intermeds
dling which Las «o long unhappily afs
flicted that and all our territorial pose
sessjons,

This brings me to the only remaining
proposition in Mr. Crav's compromise
bill—=that to establish territorinl govs
ernments for New Mexico and Ulah,
witnout the “Wilmot pravisn." If this
were an indg pendent proposition, tens,
dered in good fuith, und uccepted by
the North with a fixed purpose to abide
by it, I have 1o hesitation in saying it
would receive my cordial support. I

peat what 1 have alten snid, that
whilstd ghall resist the exclusion of
slavery by tougressional action, | have
no purpose or dedigy to foree or fasten
it upon any country through the agens’
oy of Congress. Whilst I demand tha
-ongress shall not oppoze our entr
into the territories with our slaves,
do not asl it to Assist us in going thers,
All I ask is, that we mny be tre

nation shall be drawn between southe
ern and northern people—between
southern property and northern prop.
arty. : .

How is this proposition

ed, and by whom' it may bs .
The spiritin which it s ncceptedis a
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Mr. Benton,in the u:\ e
uberance of his liberality, offers filteen
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longitude crosses the Red river; and,

country was not to undergo a radiesl -

as equals—that no insulting diserimi="

r'qiuded:" ed by
1he northern men to whom itis lmﬁll%
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